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Methodology

These are theesults of the FirsiNations Educational Needs Assessmeunhdertaken between June 9 and
September 15, 2008 with members of First Nations and First Nations organizations in Quebec, following tt
completion of the first UQAT needs assessment survey, whose results were publishe®.im206ould see

that it wasnecessary to sed there were new needs, after five years. In order to define and respond to the
new needs of the First Nations in the Abii@miscamingue region, as well as in other parts of the province, a
second needs ssessment was therefore completedt is hoped that the results of this study can guide the
development of university programs (in English and in French) aimed specifically at First Nations populatiol
in Quebec.

The questionnaire, made up of 17 questiongartal, was first created in French and tested by our working
team, and finally translated into English. A letter of introduction, explaining the context and the reasons fol
the completion of this study accompanied the questionnaire. These documents watels/ mail and by
email, to leaders, coordinators, directors, managers, teachers, students in communities and First Natior
organizations in Quebec. These same documents were also distributed during certain events organized
UQAT, as well aduring promotional tours initiated byFirst Nations Service®NS) Potential respondents
were asked to send us the dutpmpleted questionnaire by mail, fax, or in person. A -official list
(respondents names were not asked for, in the questionnaire) of FirsoMNatndividuals and organizations
who responded to the questionnaire was drawn up, in order to get a general picture of where responses carr
from.

Steps were taken in order to obtain responses from Inuit organizations in Nunavik, but without success
Although the letter of introduction and the questionnaire were specifically addressed to Inuit in two particular
villagesand two UQAT professors contributed the processUQAT did not receive any respons@us, 1 is
suggested that a needs assessment study with lhuit eventually be completed, in order that UQAT can turn
its attention to their realities and their specific needs.

Components of the results

The preliminary results of the needs assessment were divided into three seclibasfirst includes genak
guestions about educational needs, and the challenges and obstacles encountered. The second secti
includes questions addressed to respondents who declared a desire to return to school, and the third sectic
is composed of factual and statistical quess. Graphs and charts illustrateach of the questionsso that

they are easier tainderstand and so that the predominance of certain answers is clear.

Acknowledgements
We would like to sincerely thank all the individuals who contributed to the congpleof this First Nations

Educational Needs Assessment, in one way or another. UQAT counts on their contribution in order to reali:
the various parts of the Aboriginal educational project conferred upon it.

Salient facts
The questionnairavas sent to all First Nations communities and organizations in Quebec, and 18
individuals responded.
In answer to Questions 4 and 13, the five programs named as priorities are already offered byidJ
it a matter of changinghe method of deliveryoris it because the needs are still not being fhet
Again in regard to Question 4 of this study: the first four programs identified as priorities are the

as those mentioned in the 2003 needs assessment. A new element: thaidess of forestryand
mining have appeared, in fifth position.

Graduate studies are of more and more interest to the First Nations.

The lack of housing constitutes a major obstacle, which prevents people from attending the UQA
campus in VaR Q h NJp
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QUESTIONS AND RESULTS

SECTION I: GERAL QUESTIONS

Q1. According to you, is thera lack of trained and qualified Aboriginal human resourdést could meet
needs which you can identify in your sector of activity?

Yes 164/180

No 7/180
52y Qi 1y26 8180

Figure Q. 1

Lack of human resource:
m Yes (91%)
m No (4%)

Don't know (4%)

m No response (1%

Q2. Is your sector of activity hiring qualified n@boriginal workers in order tmeet workforce need®

Yes 135/180
No 39/180
If yes, in what proportion? What position(s) do workers occupy?

Figure Q. 2

Need for Aboriginal workers

mYes (75%)

H No (22%)

No response (3%

Comments:

75% of respondds answeredd ;| Sté@ Question 2 Close to half (63/135) dhe individuals who checked off

G, Sa¢ G2 GKAA |l dzS a ik @hgrivordsyol %% NiBdporidénts @l NaSfralediSé ¢
Question 2, 47% of them answered the two-gulestions:din what proportion2 andd 2 K I G LJ2 & A (0 A
6 2 NJ S NE . Theabalykidwas carried out using the answers to the twaysabtions.

In order to establish the most significant proportion in terms of labour in a specific fsponsesvere
grouped n categoriesn order to then identify the number of times they were mentioned.

Thus, 38% of respondents from this proportion (24/63) affirm that their sector of activity hires 49% non
Aboriginal people, in order to meet labour needs in the fields ofatidincand health.

RESULTS OF THE FIRST NATIONS EDUCATIONAL NEEDS ASEESSRiIENTations Servie2808
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Q3. According to you, whatypes of trainingdo people who want to pursue education or return to school,
need most?

Adult Education (Secondary 5)6/180

Professional studies 98/180
College studies 80/180
University studies 92/180
Upgrading courses 76/180
Other 30/180
Figure Q. 3
Types of training identified
120
100 —— 106
98
92
80 —— _ _
80 76

60 —— _ _ —_ —_ —

40 |— SN SN SN SN —

20 —— _ _ —_ —_ —

0
Adult Edg Professional University studies College studies Upgrading courses
Secondary 5 (59%) studies (54%) (51%) (44%) (42%)
Comments:

The most popular types of education are illustrated in the diagmarorder of importance. The
respondents could check off more thame response, from among the choices they were given.

A total of 30 individuals (17% of respondents) mentioned, in the catégbryl Kvéhatkhady wanted

to see as content in the typestadining that were identifiedWe do not consider it appropriate Htis

time to take this information into account, given that the question dealt with the identification of the
type of training, and not its content.

The numbers in each bar represent the number of times that the type of training (in the eventuality o
areturn to school) wamentioned by respondents

Q4. According to you, what are theducational programshat UQAT should be giving priority to, and
offering, in order to meet the educational needs of First Nations?

Respondents could identify a miaum of five (5) university programs, in order of priority

1) Administration (Management/Accounting/Human Resources Management
2) Teacher(Educator/Special Education/Psychoeducalion

3) Nurse(Doctor/Specialist/Surgeon/Dentist

4) Social Work{Addictiong

5) Forestry(Mining)
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Figure Q. 4

Priority educational programs

Engineerit§9
History/Archeology/Anthrofége
Architectu@/9
Psycholo¢y/)
Biolog®9 | 10
Poliic® | 10
Communications/Multieglic | 11
LavandBusiness/Lawyer/Insi§®g | 13
Computing/Officgomatid@y 17
EcononidevelopmentMarketing/ TAEG 20
Culture/Spiritualitgl anguage/PhilosdiBig) 23
ForestryMin@8/9 24
SocialVork/Addictid@®/9 51
Nurse/Doctor/Specialist/SurgeoBBén 63

Teacher/Educator/Sjpettimation/Psychoedu@idn 77
Administration/Management/AccouniRegManagemérivg 139

© © 0 o

0 50 100 150

Comments:

Twentyseven (27) different categories emerged from the group of responses suggested by
respondents. We highlighted the 16 most important categories in the above graph.

It should be natd that the first four programs noted as priorities are the same as those mentioned in
the 2003 needs assessment study.new elementthe fields of forestryand mining make an
appearance in fifth position.

2 KFiQa Y2NBX (KS FA0S%s diaNdreadylofieted by VQABRL a Imatter AN 2
changing the method of delivery, or is it because the needs are still not being met?

The numbers in the bars represent the number of times that the priority educational program was
mentioned byespondentsasthey could indicate several responses.
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Q5. According to you, what are thmain obstaclesencountered by people who pursued education or who
returned to school?

Figure Q.5

Main obstacles

15

15

o 28
S R 34

N 37

g
£ 51

o 66

67

Comments:

Amongthe 21 categories created by grouping the diffi@gtidentified by the respondents in this open
ended question, only the 10 mefsequently mentioned obstacles are illustrated in the Q.5 graph.

The numbers in the bars represent the number of times the type of obstacle was mentioned b

respondets, asthey could indicate several responses.

Q6. UQAT is wondering about the necessity of offering new students who need it, -@esse®n, five
course upgrading program or a -tOurse upgrading programcertificate. Do you think this is

appropriate?
Yes 150180
No 4/180

52y Qi Y2 622/180
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Figure Q. 6

Is upgrading appropriate?

m Yes (83%)
m Don't know (13%)
No (2%)

m No response (2%

Q7. If an upgrading program (as described)f) were to be offered, whaikinds of courseshould be
taught within it?

Written English/French 162/180
Being a student (noteaking, time
management, etc.) 152/180
Sciences (Mathematics and others) 108/180
Aboriginal History 107/180
Contemporary Aboriginal Issues 105/180
Others: 7/180
Figure Q. 7
Kinds of courses (upgrading

180

160 —

140 — 162 152

120 — ——

100 — — — — —

108 107

g0 L ] R ] 105

60 — — — — —

40 — — — — —

20 — — — — — -

0

French and/or  Academic First Nations  Aboriginal ~ Science; Math  Others (4%)
English (90%) Student Career Contemporary History (59%) and Others
(84%) Issues (60%) (58%)

Comments:

Respondents could check ofére than one response. A total of 52 individuals (29%) mentioned, in the
categoryd h (i K S/hakthey would like to see as content in the types of upgrading course being
offered.

Some responses in the categ@@therg were classified as being among teaggested responses
given their similarity, which leaves the categaBtherg with a 4% response rate.
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Q8. According to you, whathallengeswill Aboriginal people have to deal with, over the next ten (10)
years, in terms of education (and relatadléls)?

Figure Q. 8
The challenges over the next 10 yea
45
i
30 — —
55 [ _—
- I E——
13— — — E— . - -
5 I EE— EE— EE— EE— I
0
Motivation, Lack of funding, Economic  School drop Loss of
persistence, of resources development, out, withdrawal language,
encouragement,and of housing  jobs and rates (12%) culture, values
studies and (23%) administrative and identity
qualifications management (11%)
(27%) (14%)
Comment

A total of 157 respondents answered this question] 24 categories were createthe number of times each
one appeared was counted, and the 5 most significant categegesretained.

Q9. What is your professionable (position and organization)?
154/180have a job

14/180 are students
12/180no response

Fgure Q. 9.1
Occupation
m Employee (86%),
m Student (8%)
No response (6%
Figure Q. 9.2

Job categories (86% of respondent:

m Director (23%)

m Educational sector (18%
m Officer (13%)
RESULTS OF THE FIRST NATIONS EDUCATIONAL NEEDS ASEESSHMENTations Servie2808

m Coordination (9%)

® Environment and Forestry (7%

B Management sector (6%

B Human Resources sector (6¢

m Community sector (5%
Project Manager (2%

m Health sector (2%,

m Social Work sector (2%

Computing (2%)

Housekeeping (2%
Government/Negotiator (1%,
Announcetr/Interviewer (media) (1%

Translator (1%)
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Comments:

From the responses provided by 154 respondents, the types of employniet@irdélustrated in the
Q.9.2.

It is important to note that, of this proportion of respondents (86%), 16% aré\boniginalpeople (see
the resultsof Q.17).

Q10. What level of education have you achieved (diploma received)?

Secondary school not completed 26/180
Secondary scho@ompleted 36/180
Vocational Studies (Secondaty) 11/180
Collegé 56/180
University 104/180
Specify: 57/180
Figure Q. 10

Respondent level of educatior

m University (58%)
m College (31%
H Finished secondary school (20¢

m Secondary school not finished (14¢

m Professional studies Secondary schoo
(6%)

Comment
Responderg did not take into account the diploma received, but rather thest igar of study

completed, or notAmong respondents who mentioned their field of stuithe fields of administration
and educatiorwere the ones most often identified.

Q11. Would you like to return to school?

Yes 99/180 (If yes, go tdQ12)
No 45/180 (If no, go toQ16
52y Q0 P251804Go toQ16

Figure Q. 11
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Want to return to school

‘ m Yes (55%)
m No (25%)

52y Qi 1Y

m No response (6%

SECTION II: RETURNING TO SCHOOL

Q12. If you return to school, it will be to:

Complete secondary school 13/99
Get a Diploma of Professional studies 20/99
Get a Dippma of College Studies 14/99
Get a university studies diploma/degree  63/99
Other education (Specify): 53/180
Comments:

99 respondents answered this question (although 1Xpaadents were countechot including the

G h i KSNJ Sdaerory) iwheh yweé base ourselves on the number of respondents who answereo
dYeg to Question 11. It is probable that some respondents whonot want to return to school
identified reasons to return techool, all the same.

53 individuals also chose the categd h (i K S NJ S Rduihd thein21§ people expressed the desire
to undertake and/or complete undergraduate university studies, Masters (17) and Ph.D. (5) studie:
Only explicit responsegereretained.

Figure Q. 12

Reasons for returning to schoo

E Obtaining a university
degree/diploma (35%)

m Other education (29%

Obtaining a college
diploma (20%)

m Obtaining diploma of
Professional Studies
(14%)

m Finishing secondary
school (13%)

10
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Q13. In which felds would you particularly like to study? (Maximum 3 choices)

Figure Q. 13

35

Fields of study

Comment

In this graph, the numbers in the bars represent the number of individuals who identified the
particular field of study.

Q14. What would be your preferred langge of instruction?

French
English
Bilingual
TOTAL

Figure Q. 14

Listening Writing

82 83
69 59
32 21
123 123

90

Preferred language of instructio

80

70
60

50

m French

40

m English

30

m Bilingual

20
10

0

Listening Writing Reading
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Reading

78
72
32
123

11
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Comments:

A total of 123 respondents checked off at least one box (imge Writing, “Readingand 57
NBalLR2yRSyia RARYyQUG OKSO] 2FF tyeé o02E |0 lffo

This study having been carried out with the First Nations in Québec, it is understandable that a majori
of respondents used Frenddowever, the percentage of people who preferglish, in Question 14,
remains significant.

Q15. What would your preference be, in terms of teaching location? You can choose more than one
location.

At your workplace 67/127
In your community (if applicable) 65/127
On campuses and institions 64/127

Figure Q. 15

Preference of teaching locatior

68
67
66 -
65 -

62 T T 1
Workplace (53%) Community (51%) Campus and institutions (50%

Comment

Respondents could check off more than one response for this question.

12
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Q16. Areyou:

A woman 104/180
Figure Q. 16

/6\

e
SECTION 1IFACTUAL INFORMATION

A man 73/180

Gender
m Women (58%)

H Men (41%)

m No response (1%

Q17. From which nation arequ?

Algonquin 49
Quebecers 28
Cree 27
Innu 23
Atikamekw 20
Other (SpecifyMétis 12
HuronWendat 9
Mohawk 7
No response 3
Abenaki 1
Naskapi 1
Inuit 0
Maliseet 0
Micmac 0

Figure Q. 17

From which nation are you?

m Algonquin (27%)

m Quebecers (16%

= Cree (15%)

m Innu (13%)

= Atikamekw (11%)
= Other (Métis) (6%)
= Huron'Wendat (4%)
= Mohawk (4%)

No response (3%

m Abenaki (1%)

Naskapi (1%)

RESULTS OF THE FIRST NATIONS EDUCATIONAL NEEDS ASEESSRiIENTations Servie2808
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Recommendations

1) Although the majority of respondents preferred French as the language in which to learn in cases of a
possible return to school, is imperative that UQAT psue the development of coursés the Engkh
language (Refer to @4);

2) Thelnstitut culturel et @ucatif montagnais (ICEMindertook an academic, professional and vocational
snapshotofi KS Lyydz Ay HnntT® LG ¢62dzf R 6S dzaS¥dzZd G2
study, even though the range and number of respondents are not similar;

3) Distribute the results of this study to professors at UQAT, UFDPA, URFDEMIA and to Department and
Module Directors, as well &rogram Administratorsin order to make them aware of needs
expressed by the respondents;

4) Distribute the results of this needsssessment to all First Nations communities in Quebec, as
suggested by several respondents in this study;

5 5AaaSYAYylFGS (GKS NBadzZ da 2F GKAa addzRe Fa ||
release (in English and in French);

6) Translate theesults in this document into English, in order to reach a wider audience;

7) That such a study be undertaken every five (5) years with Aboriginal people, in order to stay aware ¢
educational needs;

8) Delivey of programs that have not yet been offered, up tlas point: psychoeducation, preparatory

certificate, certificate in addictions, accounting, teaching history in secondary school, English as
second language.
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Appendix I- Letter of Introductionof the First Nation€Educational Needs
Assessment
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